



























































On a Trend of Reading in Today’s Delhi* 
Hisako MATSUKIZONO**
Abstract
Today, there are increasing numbers of Indian English writers whose novels sell 
millions of copies, which is certainly a new trend. In order to understand the situation on 
readers’ side, I conducted a survey in Delhi in 2014 and 2015, using a questionnaire. Most 
of the subjects were graduate and undergraduate students in their twenties. In this paper, I 
intend to examine their reading habits, including buying books, from various aspects; How 
many books do they read or buy? In which language do they read? Who is their favorite 
writer? and so on. According to the results of the questionnaire, English is regarded as the 
dominant language especially in reading and writing. It turned out that about forty percent 
of them read less than three books and about fifty percent of them buy less than three books 
in a year. In spite of this low number, about half of them still buy Indian English literary 
works and they named Indian English writers as their favorites. I will closely analyze this 
new trend citing data from the survey. In the era of the Internet and Social Media, the 
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➨ 1ᅇ ᮇ㛫㸸2014ᖺ 3᭶㹼4᭶ 
    ᐇ᪋ሙᡤ㸸 ࢹ࣮ࣜ኱Ꮫࠊࢪࣕ࣡ࣁ࣮࣭ࣝࣛࣝࢿ࣮ࣝ኱Ꮫࠊᅜ㝿஺ὶᇶ㔠ࢽ࣮ࣗࢹ
࣮ࣜ᪥ᮏᩥ໬ࢭࣥࢱ࣮ࠊࢹ࣮ࣜබඹᅗ᭩㤋࡞࡝ 
    㞟ィᩘ㸸  ྜィ 163ྡ 
    ㈨㔠㸸   ே㛫ᩥ໬◊✲ᶵᵓࣉࣟࢢ࣒ࣛ ⌧௦࢖ࣥࢻᆅᇦ◊✲ 
➨ 2ᅇ ᮇ㛫㸸   2015ᖺ 2᭶㹼4᭶ 
    ᐇ᪋ሙᡤ㸸 ࢹ࣮ࣜ኱Ꮫࠊࢪࣕ࣡ࣁ࣮࣭ࣝࣛࣝࢿ࣮ࣝ኱Ꮫࠊࢹ࣮ࣜබඹᅗ᭩㤋࡞࡝ 
    㞟ィᩘ㸸  ྜィ 108ྡ 



















⾲ 1 ᐇ᪋ሙᡤ 2014 2015 
University of Delhi 70 23 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 18 25 
Delhi Public Library 11 60 
Japan Foundation (ᅜ㝿஺ὶᇶ㔠) 43 0 
ࡑࡢ௚ 21 0 
ྜィ 163 108 
 
 
⾲ 2 ᅇ⟅⪅ࡢᛶู 
2014 2015 
⏨ᛶ 79 72 
ዪᛶ 83 35 
↓ᅇ⟅ 1 1 





⾲ 3 ᅇ⟅⪅ࡢᖺ㱋 
2014 2015 
16- 3 20 
20-24 74 55 
25-29 41 15 
30- 25 6 
40- 10 5 
50- 1 0 
60- 5 4 
↓ᅇ⟅ 4 3 










⾲ 4 Q1. What is your Occupation. 
2014 2015 
Student 109 92 
Salaried 35 8 
Self Employed 12 3 
Retired 2 4 
Housewife 5 0 
ࡑࡢ௚ 4 2 
↓ᅇ⟅ 1 1 
ྜィ* 168 110  
*ࡣ㔜」ᅇ⟅࠶ࡾ(௨ୗྠࡌ) 
⾲ 5 Q2. What is your Educational 
Qualification. 
2014 2015 
10th or below 1 2 
10+2 or below 3 3 
Undergraduate 33 28 
Graduate 55 53 
Post graduate + 69 22 
↓ᅇ⟅ 2 0 





⾲ 6 Q3. What is your Major. Please Mark all that apply. 
 2014 2015 
Humanities  
(ᩥ⣔) 
Language 46 14 
Literature 29 9 
Sociology 13 22 
Law 4 4 
International relations 17 6 
Commerce/ Economics/ Finance 30 28 
Education/ Liberal arts 5 5 
ྜィ* 144 88 
Natural Sciences 
(⌮⣔) 
Science/ Engineering/ Agriculture 30 25 
Information science 4 3 
Medical/ Pharmacology 4 2 
ྜィ* 38 30 
ࡑࡢ௚ 
↓ᅇ⟅ 5 3 












⾲7 Q4. In Which Language do you read and write? Please Specify Priority in (  ) as 1st, 
2nd, 3rd. 
(2014ᖺࡢ࢔ࣥࢣ࣮ࢺࡢ㉁ၥᩥࡣWhat is your Literary Language. Please Specify Priority 
in (  ). ) 
 2014 2015 
Hindi 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 58 27 
1st 13 14 
2nd 13 29 
3rd 6 2 
ྜィ* 90 72 
English 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 101 54 
1st 21 35 
2nd 14 15 
3rd 0 0 






























Japanese 13 Korean 8 
Spanish 3 
Arabic 2 
Spanish 1 German 2 
ࡑࡢ௚ 7 
ྜィ* 34 ྜィ* 14 
 
 










                                                   




⾲ 8㻌 1ே䛜⏝䛔䜛ゝㄒᩘ䛸䛭䛾ෆヂ 





ࣄࣥࢹ࢕࣮ㄒࡢࡳ 16 4 
ⱥㄒࡢࡳ 53 29 
࢝ࣥࢼࢲㄒࡢࡳ 1 0 
ᑠィ 70 33 
2ゝㄒ 
ࣄࣥࢹ࢕࣮ㄒ㸩ⱥㄒ 42 54 
ⱥㄒ㸩࢖ࣥࢻᅾᆅㄒ 10 1 
ⱥㄒ㸩እᅜㄒ 4 6 
ᑠィ 56 61 
3ゝㄒ௨ୖ 
ࣄࣥࢹ࢕࣮ㄒࢆྵࡴ* 32 14 
ⱥㄒࢆྵࡴ* 35 14 
ᑠィ 35 14 
↓ᅇ⟅࣭୙᫂ 2 0 
 ྜィ 163 108 
 



















































0 title 13 10 
about 1-3 58 32 
3- 71 52 
4-9 9 5 
10-19 8 1 
20-29 2 2 
30- 1 2 
↓ᅇ⟅ 1 4 
ྜィ 163 108 
2014 2015 
0 25 22 
about 1-3 66 30 
3- 51 45 
4-9 8 6 
10-19 4 2 
20-29 4 1 
30- 2 0 
↓ᅇ⟅ 3 2 




⾲ 11 Q7. How do you usually Obtain Books Other than Textbooks. Please Specify 
Priority in (  ). 
 2014 2015 
Buy 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 81 40 
1st 15 15 
2nd 9 7 
3rd 0 7 
ྜィ* 105 69 
Borrow from Library 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 58 42 
1st 6 10 
2nd 8 10 
3rd 5 8 
ྜィ* 77 70 
Borrow from Someone 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 37 13 
1st 5 3 
2nd 8 12 
3rd 8 10 
ྜィ* 58 38 
ࡑࡢ௚ 12 7 










⾲ 12 Q8. Where do you usually Buy Books Other than Textbooks. Please Specify 
Priority in (  ). 
 2014 2015 
Bookstore 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 97 18 
1st 14 5 
2nd 5 3 
3rd 1 0 
ྜィ* 117 26 
Used book store 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 17 14 
1st 3 3 
2nd 7 10 
3rd 2 5 
ྜィ* 29 32 
Online 
YES (ݱ or ۑ) 45 24 
1st 5 5 
2nd 8 10 
3rd 2 8 
ྜィ* 60 47 
ࡑࡢ௚ 5 10 











⾲ 13 Q9. What Kind of Books do you Buy. Please Mark All that Apply. 
 
ᩥᏛ 
Literature 2014 2015 
Indian Writing 
Vernacular 37 19 
English 86 56 
Foreign Writing 
(translated into) Indian vernacular 12 5 
(translated into) English 56 30 
original language 36 15 
 
ᩥᏛ௨እ 
 2014 2015 
Comics & Graphic Novels 37 19 
Business & Economics 44 24 
Society & Social Sciences 31 23 
Language & Linguistics 34 16 
Health, Family & Personal Development 15 15 
Textbooks & Study Aids 33 25 
Magazines 61 41 
Computing, Internet & Digital Media 18 12 
Law 4 9 
Religion & Spirituality 24 19 
Crafts, Home & Lifestyle 12 6 
Travel 38 12 
Sciences, Technology & Medicine 14 18 
Politics 30 21 
History 50 32 
Sports 15 15 






඲యࡢ 23%࡜ 53%(2014ᖺ)ࠊ18%࡜ 52%(2015ᖺ)࡟ᙜࡓࡿࠋࡘࡲࡾࠊⱥㄒࡣᅾᆅㄒࡢ 2ಸ
௨ୖ࡟┦ᙜࡋࠊᐇ࡟༙ᩘ௨ୖࡢேࠎࡀ࢖ࣥࢻࡢⱥㄒᩥᏛసရࢆ㉎ධࡋ࡚࠸ࡿࡇ࡜ࡀศ࠿ࡿࠋ












                                                   









⾲ 14 Q10. Who is your Favorite Writer.  
2014 
Rank Name Language Number of people 
1 
Chetan Bhagat 
English 39, Hindi 2,  
Hindi/English 1, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 
44 
2 Premchand Hindi 19, Urdu 1, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 21 
3 
Rabindranath Tagore 
Bengali 6, English 4, Hindi 2,  
↓ᅇ⟅ 1 
13 
4 William Shakespeare English䛾䜏 11 
5 
Haruki Murakami 
English 5, Japanese 2, 
Japanese/English 1 
8 
6 Amitav Ghosh English 5, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 6 
Charles Dickens English䛾䜏 6 
Dan Brown English䛾䜏 6 
Durjoy Datta English䛾䜏 6 
Paulo Coelho English䛾䜏 6 
Ravinder Singh English 5, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 6 
12 Jane Austen English䛾䜏 5 
Soseki Natsume English 3, Japanese 2 5 
14 J.K. Rowling English䛾䜏 4 
Ruskin Bond English䛾䜏 4 
Vikram Seth English䛾䜏 4 
17 Agatha Christie English䛾䜏 3 
Amish English, 2 Hindi 1 3 
Anton Chekhov English 2, Russian 1 3 
Arundhati Roy English䛾䜏 3 
Ayn Rand English䛾䜏 3 
Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 
Spanish 1, English 1, 
Spanish/English 1 
3 






Rank Name Language Number of people 
1 Chetan Bhagat English 25, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 26 
2 Premchand Hindi 12, Hindi/English 1 13 
3 Dan Brown English 4, ↓ᅇ⟅ 1 5 
Jane Austen English䛾䜏 5 
5 Shiv Khera English䛾䜏 4 
Sidney Sheldon English䛾䜏 4 
William Shakespeare English䛾䜏 4 
8 Durjoy Datta English䛾䜏 3 
Khaled Hosseini English䛾䜏 3 
Khushwant Singh English䛾䜏 3 
R. S. Aggarwal English䛾䜏 3 
12 Amish English䛾䜏 2 
 
Irfan Habib English䛾䜏 2 
L. P. Sharma  English䛾䜏 2 
Mahadevi Verma Hindi䛾䜏 2 
Paulo Coelho English䛾䜏 2 
Ravinder Singh English䛾䜏 2 
Ruskin Bond English䛾䜏 2 
Sachin Garg English䛾䜏 2 













࡜࡟࡞ࡿࡀࠊୖ࡟㏙࡭ࡓ⌮⏤࠿ࡽࡑࢀࡒࢀࡢᖺ࡛ 310ே࡜ 155ேࢆ᭷ຠᅇ⟅࡜ࡋࡓࠋ 
                                                   
4 ࡓ࡜࠼ࡤࠊࠕMunshi Prem chandࠖ࡜࠸࠺ᅇ⟅ࡣࠕPremchandࠖ࡟ࠊࠕShakespereࠖࡣࠕShakespeareࠖ
࡟ྵࢇࡔࠋ 




















 ᭱ᚋ࡟⮬⏤グ㏙ḍ࠿ࡽࠊ࠸ࡃࡘ࠿௦⾲ⓗ࡞ࢥ࣓ࣥࢺࢆ࡜ࡾ࠶ࡆࡓ࠸ࠋ㉁ၥ 11ࡣ Please 





























 ౛ 1㸬 ⏨ᛶࠊ19ᡯࠊᏛ⏕ࠊᑓ㛛ศ㔝㸸Ṕྐࠊዲࡁ࡞సᐙ㸸Chetan Bhagat (English)ࠊ
































                                                   
7 ࢖ࣥࢻࡢⱝ⪅ࡢ㛫࡛ࡣࠕ࠸࠿ࡋࡓࠖ࡜࠸࠺ព࿡࡟౑ࢃࢀ࡚࠸ࡿࡼ࠺࡛࠶ࡿࠋືモ࡜ࡋ࡚ࡶ౑ࢃࢀࠊࢳ࢙࣮
ࢱ࣭ࣥࣂ࢞ࢺࡢసရࡢ࡞࠿࡟ࡶࡋࡤࡋࡤࡳࡽࢀࡿ⾲⌧࡛࠶ࡿࠋ








 ౛ 5㸬 ዪᛶࠊ21ᡯࠊᏛ⏕ࠊᑓ㛛ศ㔝㸸ᩥᏛࠊዲࡁ࡞సᐙ㸸Agatha Christie (English)ࠊ








 ౛ 6㸬 ዪᛶࠊ27ᡯࠊࢧ࣮࣐ࣛࣜࣥࠊᑓ㛛ศ㔝㸸ၟᴗ࣭⤒῭ࠊዲࡁ࡞సᐙ㸸P. G. Wodehouse 
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